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Floy Cooke Mitchell. The photograph was taken in 1919,
four years before the Mitchells moved to Boca Raton,

MRS MITCHELL'S MEMORIES
OF EARLY BOCA RATON

Floy Cocke Mitchell awiived in Boea Raton 4n 1923. This means
that she not only witnessed almost the entine histony of Zhe city,
but with her husband, J. C. Mitchell, was actively {nvolved in its
growth and development. This ALssue of The Spanish River Papers
might be called a Memoin of fifty-five years in the Life of Boca
Raton.

Donald W, Cunl, Editor
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EARLY BOCA RATON
by
Floy Cooke Mitchell

Boca Raton, Florida, has its own colorful story, and I am
very happy that my family has been a part of its history and growth.

My father and mother, lLaFayette and Elizabeth Cooke, of Cooke
Springs, Alabama, used to come to Miami for several months each
winter., Dad, an astute business man, could see great possibilities
in South Florida real estate. In the winter of 1922, he met H. D.
Gates, who had his real estate office in Miami at that time. Mr.
Gates brought him up to Boca Raton and sold him five hundred
acres in the southern part of town, where the Royal Palm Yacht and
Country Club subdivision is now located.

When my parents returned to Alabama in the spring of 1923,
Dad asked my hushand, J. C. {Joe) Mitchell, if he would come down
and develop the land. This he consented to do. We arrived in
Boca Raton, October 1, 1923, and drove up to the combination
grocery store and post office owned by Tony Brenk. Before we







