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YAMATO

i/ea/L4 ago a ULaml HviaJLd afuticZe. on thz Japanese,
cut yamato could, be entitled "The Loit Colony."

Today, with tkt opening ol Uoiukami. South County Vaxk. and tht
UonMiaml Muieum, moit KeA-ldzntA o£ Aoutk PaJbn Bzack County cute,
asaaxz. ofi tke. gznvial htoKy o£ thz Japanz&z ^aAmzU who ojvvbizd
in Tlonxda. in thz zaAly yzau ofa tkii, czntu/ty. Lead by Joizph
Sakal thz iiiut imaZJL gKoup o& Japanese izttlzd nzax today'*
Hohth (ilzit 5Ht StKzzt In nonthznn Boca Raton on land piovidzd
by Hznty M. Flaglex'i Vtohlda Ea&t Coa&t RaAlMiy. Catting thzlt
izttlmznt yamato, OK "lastge., pzace.{ul. zounfiy," an andznt '
namz ioK Japan -lt&zl{ {contftJaKy to local Izgznd thz name, hcu no
connzcJUjon uxith thz Japanz&z pKonuncLcution otf tomato) tkzy btgan
clzanAng land and planting p-inzapplzi. Although thz Japanese,
lanrnzu succeeded loh. a êw yzcJib- in thz backbn.QjxkA.ng taik ol
"plnz" growing, in 1908 a blight hit thzlh. lieldi, which, combinzd
with thz incAzaiing compztition {Jiom Cuban pinzapplzk, lofictd an
znd to thziA communal zxJj>tznzz. Somz ol thz izttlzm nztwinzd
to Japan, iomz lz£t to won.k in othzn, OAZOA O{, thz Unitzd Statzi,
but a Izw kzanty AOUIA Kzmainzd in iowth TlonJda.

GznznaHy thzin Amznican nzighbosu in Floiida wzlcomzd thz
hajidwonking and thnilty Japanz&z, but in 1912-13 a wavz ol anti-
Japanziz izntimznt wai n.ziponiiblz ^ot attempts to impoiz
AZAtHsictiont* on thzin. ownzuhip ol land. In 1941 thz attack
on Vzafil Hanhon. wa& n.ziponiiblz ION. a new wave ol anti-Japanz&e.
Izzlingi &tinjizd by n.umon& ol z&pionagz activities. NonztheleAA,
unlikz thz Japanziz ol CalX.lon.nia., thz Vamato lanmzu wzn.z not
izttlzd in inteAnmznt campi, although n.zitnJ.ctioni wzfiz placzd
on thzin. movzmznt&.

Onz ol thz lait iun.\)ivonj> o£ yamato, Gz.on.gz S. Monikami,
acquiAzd a lonXunz in land thn.ou.gh yzau ol dzdicatzd won.k. Aa
a g-iit to hli adopted countty, Monikami donatzd thz land Ian. thz
South County ?ank that bzatu hii namz. On Sunday, 6 Novzmbzn.
1977, at thfizz o'clock in thz altzn.noon, thz Boca Raton H-i&tonA.cal
Sodzty will honon, thz mzmoKy ol thz Japann&z pLonzzn. izttZzu
with a. tza at thz MonXkami Maieum, 4000 UoftXkami Vaftk Road,
VelAay Beac/i, FlonXda.



Tkt maX.QM.oJU> uAtd in thii tditlon o{, The. Spanish y
Papexi ONE. £n.om the. aKckiveA o$ the. Boca Raton Hiitonlcal Society
and the. libKaJiy o£ the. Hi&tonical Society o( ?alm Btach County.
Fan. thoie. taUhing additional intimation on Vamato, two nzcent
Acholanly antlcleM have. appe.an.zd in Tzquuta., the. Journal oi thz
South Tlonlda Hi&tonlcal Society- Ge.ox.ge .E. Pozzetta, "Ton.el.gn
Colonies in South. Uonlda, 1865-1910," XXXIV, 7974 and GzoKgt E.
Pozzetta and Hahxy A. KeA&e.y, Jn.., "Vamato Colony: A Japanese.
Vh.QAe.nct in South Tlonlda," XXVI, 1976.

Donald W. Cunl, Edlton.

This photograph, from the Boca Raton Historical Society archives,
is unidentified except for the date "April 24, 1932." It is be-
lieved that the photograph was taken in front of the old Methodist
Church (formerly the Community Church) and that the Japanese
family shown is named Kobayashi. Mrs. Lillian Race Williams, in
the black dress, is standing in the doorway at the far left. The
two young boys, in short pants, standing in the front row on the
right side of the picture are believed to be William and John
Mitchell. The historical society would like to make its records
as complete as possible. You can help by identifying others in
the picture. From time to time the Spani&h RiveA Pape/U will
publish other "unidentified" photographs and ask for the aid of
the society's members in identification.

Thank CheJ>zbn.o'&dio

.25 December 1903

"A Jap here at Rickard's looking for a tract of land for a
colony."

.27 December 1903

"Mr. Curry and the Jap leaving on the train."

* * * * *

tht T/Lapical Sun, 3 HovembeA 1906, "induAtnlouA Japi Will
Soon lncon.pon.ate." --

In the interest of securing a postoffice to be known as
"Yamato," Mr. J. Sakai, manager of the Yamato colony of Japanese,
was in Jacksonville yesterday in consultation with Postmaster D. T.
Gerow, and it is understood that the matter of giving this Florida
colony a postoffice of its own will be taken up at once with the
postoffice department

Mr. Sakai is enthusiastic regarding the colony, and is
confident that the success that has marked the progress of the
colony since its establishment sixteen months ago is certain to
follow it through the remainder of its career. And the success of
the past has been almost phenomenal.

Yamato is a colony made up wholly of Japanese, located about
twenty-one miles below Palm Beach. The Florida East Coast Railway
Company, desiring to help the colonists all that it could, estab-
lished a regular station there and all trains, save the express
trains, stop there. The chief industry of the colony is pineapple
and fruit-raising, and in this line all have been universally
successful.

There are at present about fifty acres set in pineapples
alone, to say nothing of the acreage devoted to other fruits and
vegetables. The colony, through its management, helps the colonists
dispose of its fruits and sees to it that the production of the
several farms are marketed at the best prevailing prices.

Eight houses have been built recently, and last week seven
newcomers arrived from far-away Japan. Among the new arrivals is
a Japanese woman, and Mr. Sakai stated yesterday that she was the
first Japanese woman to reach the colony direct from the home
country.

Progress and prosperity are said to be everywhere in evidence,
and a rapid growth for the colony is assured. Mr. Sakai now has
an agent in Japan, and through him the pick of the Japanese agri-
culturists are being sent to Florida. The colony is intensely
patriotic and is working in every way to advance the general



welfare of the state, which all have adopted for their future
home

That the interests of the entire state of Florida are really
at heart with the colonists is shown by the fact that the object
of the colony, as set forth in the proposed petition for incorpo-
ofthecolony, as set forthinthepropose

"The object of this association shall be to encourage and
develop the spirit of colonization among our people of Japan
toward the United States; to build up our ideal colony and to
inculcate the highest principles and honor as a Japanese colony;
to study and improve local farmwork; and to introduce Japanese
industries which we can adapt to the place and which may tend to
advance the industries of Florida and to secure mutual benefits.

The association is incorporated by the Japanese and the
members must be of the Japanese nation.

Any Japanese who settles permanently on Yamato or its suburbs
may become a member of this association by signing the contracts
and agreeing to be governed by the constitution and rules of
association upon payment of the initiation fee.

Any Japanese who shall start work and want the assistance of
the association, but does not declare his intentions to permanently
settle on the place or does not conduct business independently,
may become a member on probation.

The officers of the association shall consist of a manager, a
secretary and a treasurer

The officers of the association as authorized by this consti-
tution, shall be elected by ballot at the annual meeting to be held
in October.

To create a fund for the association, all members thereof
shall assist in clearing two acres of pine lands, and in planting
and cultivating pineapples on the same during the year, first
beginning in 1906.

The general and special expenses of the association shall be
paid by the produce from the pineapple farm.

The disposal of the fund created, and also of the product of
the two acres cleared, shall be decided at a meeting of the members
of the association.

A violation of the constitution, or of the by-laws, and any
act or acts contrary to the spirit of a true Japanese; and any
act of damage to the association, or any member of the association,
shall be expulsion from membership in the association, and the one
so found guilty shall pay the amount of damages, to be estimated at
a meeting of the members of the association

"1
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Three Yamato children. Lawrence Gould photograph, 1914-15.

TKam The, TlohAda. FcuvmeA'i "The. Homue.tkeA" duly 1908

YAMATO. The Japanese growers at Yamato are thriving. Last
week two cars of pines were exported to England. One grower
shipped 800 crates of tomatoes, which netted him $2 a crate.

WEST PALM BEACH. J. Saki and T. Ishibashi, from Yamato,
came to this city this morning on bicycles to transact business
at the local stores. They report having shipped eight cars of
pineapples and will have five cars more. They say that their
tomato crop did not pan out very well, but the pineapple crop
is quite satisfactory, considering the weather conditions of this
year.

ftiom TAe FlofUda VaJmex'h "Tke. HomweefeeA" November. 190S

YAMATO—A JAPANESE COLONY. What enterprise, ambition and hard
work will do is splendidly illustrated in the Japanese colony at
Yamato, twenty-two miles south of West Palm Beach. It was here
that sixteen men, under the leadership of J. Sakai, came in 1904
and settled on 140 acres of land, where they immediately began
clearing. They have now about seventy acres in pineapples, and
last year they had 100 acres in vegetables, and they have purchased
more land individually.

Their lands are splendidly adapted to the growing of the
pineapple, and their fields are handsome as any to be found on the
East Coast, and the cultivation under which they are kept is a


