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YAMATO

{ Five yearns ago a Miami Heiald anticle on the Japanese

| settlement at Yamato could be entitled "The Lost Colony."

f Today, with the opening of Morikami South County Park and zthe

f Morikami Museum, most hesddents of south Palm Beach County are

! aware of the general stony of ihe Japanese farmers who awrived
Ain Flonida in the early yeans of this century. Lead by Joseph
Sakad Lhe {inst small group of Japanese settled nean today's
Nosth West 5184 Street An nonthern Boea Raton on Land provided
by Henry M. Flaglern's Florida East Coast Raifway. Calling thein
settlement Yamato, on "Large, peaceful country,” an anclent *
name for Japan Ltself (contrary Lo Local Legend the name has no
connection with the Japanese pronunciation of tomato) they began
clearing Land and planting pineapples. Although the Japanese
farmens succeeded for a few years in the backbreaking task of
"pine" growing, 4in 1908 a bLight hit their {ields, which,combined
with the increasing competition from Cuban pineapples, forced an
end Zo thedir communal exdistence. Some of the settlens relurned
Lo Japan, some Left to work in other aneas of the United States,
but a few hearty souls remained £in South Florida.

y at Yamato, Dade County' photograph from the
The house in the center of the

November 1908.

]

4 Generally thein American neighbors in Flondida welcomed the
hardworking and thiifty Japanede, but in 1912-13 a wave of anti-
Japanese sentiment was responsdible forn attempts to L{mpose
nestnictions on thein ownership of Land. 1In 19471 the attack

on Peard Harbon was responsible for a new wave of anti-Japanese
feelings stinned by humons of espionage activities. Nonetheless,
unlike the Japanese of California, the Yamato farmers were not
settled in internment camps, although restrictions were placed
on theirn movements.

One of the Last survivons of Yamato, George S. Morikamd,
acquired a fortune in fLand through yeans of dedicated work. As
a gi4t to his adopted country, Moaikami donated the Land fon the
South County Park that beans his name, On Sunday, 6 November
1977, at three o'clock in the affernoon, the Boca Raton Historical
Society will honon the memory of the Japanede pioneer settlers
with a tea at the Morikami Museum, 4000 Morikami Park Road,
Delhay Beach, Florida.

photograph is believed to be that of Joseph Sakai.

"First Settlement in the Japanese Colon
"Homeseeker,!" The FlLorida Farmen,




The materials used in this edition of The Spanish Riven
Papind are §rom the archives of the Boca Raton Hisforical Society
and The Librany of the Histonical Society of Palm Beach County.
For those wishing additional information on Yamato, Iwo recent
schofanty anticles have appeared in Tequestd, Zhe Journal of the
South Flonida Histonical Society: Geonge E. Pozzetta, "Foreign
Colonies 4in South Flonida, 1865-1910," XXXIV, 1974 and George E.
Pozzetta and Hawny A. Kensey, Jn., "Yamato Colony: A Japanese
Presence in South Flonida," XXVI, 1976.

Donald W. Cunl, Editon

This photograph, from the Boca Raton Historical Society archives,
is unidentified except for the date "April 24, 1932." It is be-
lieved that the photograph was taken in front of the old Methodist
Church (formerly the Community Church) and that the Japanese
family shown is named Kobayashi, Mrs. Lillian Race Williams, in
the black dress, is standing in the doorway at the far left. The
two young boys, in short pants, standing in the front row on the
right side of the picture are believed to be William and John
Mitchell. The historical society would like to make its records
as complete as possible. You can help by identifying others in
the picture. From time to time the Spanish River Papers will
‘publish other "unidentified" photographs and ask for the aid of
the society's members in identification.

From Frank Chesebro's diary: i
.25 December 1903

"A Jap here at Rickard's looking for a tract of land for a
colony."

.27 December 1903

"Mr. Curry and the Jap leaving on the train."

From the Tropical Sum, 3 November 1906, "Indusirious Japs Will
Soon Incorporate” --

In the interest of securing a postoffice to be known as
"Yamato," Mr. J. Sakai, manager of the Yamato colony of Japanese,
was in Jacksonville yesterday in consultation with Postmaster D. T.
Gerow, and it is understood that the matter of giving this Florida
colony a postoffice of its own will be taken up at once with the
postoffice department....

Mr. Sakai is enthusiastic regarding the colony, and is
confident that the success that has marked the progress of the
colony since its establishment sixteen months ago is certain to
follow it through the remainder of its career. And the success of
the past has been almost phenomenal.

Yamato is a colony made up wholly of Japanese, located about
twenty-one mijes below Palm Beach. The Florida East Coast Railway
Company, desiring to help the colonists all that it could, estab-
lished a regular station there and all trains, save the express
trains, stop there. The chief industry of the colony is pineapple
and fruit-raising, and in this line all have been universally
successful.

There are at present about fifty acres set in pineapples
alone, to say nothing of the acreage devoted to other fruits and
vegetables. The colony, through its management, helps the colonists
dispose of its fruits and sees to it that the production of the
several farms are marketed at the best prevailing prices.

Eight houses have been built recently, and last week seven
newcomers arrived from far-away Japan. Among the new arrivals is
a Japanese woman, and Mr. Sakai stated yesterday that she was the
first Japanese woman to reach the colony direct from the home
country.

Progress and prosperity are said to be everywhere in evidence,
and a rapid growth for the colony is assured. Mr. Sakai now has
an agent in Japan, and through him the pick of the Japanese agri-
culturists are being sent to Florida. The colony is intensely
patriotic and is working in every way to advance the general







