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B0 RATON RECEIVED
OTY CHARTER 1903

B SRR -
Act of Legislature Creates First
Municipal Government In

Fast Coast Settlement.
[MERALD SERYIGE.]

EOCA RATON, Fla, May 11—~The
¢ity of Boca Raton was created by act
of the state legislature in 1925. Be-
fore that time there had been no or-
ganized government, though there had
been =& considerable setilement for
many Years.

The city is under the council form
of government with a council of three
members, the mayor, J. G. Brown;
commisisoner of public work, Leo C.
Godwin, and a commissioner-city clerk,
Mrs. Beulah Butler.

It has a volunteer fire department
with a paid ehief and assistant chief,
with eight men on call who are paid
for the time spent in drills or on fire
calls.

The fire station is in the south end
af the city hall building, where the
combination American LaFrance pump
snd chemical engine is housed and
where the chief makes his headquar-
ters.

With the completion of the new
water system and the installation of
the new fire apparatus the city is well
eqguipped to care for any hazard now
existing.

Policing the city is not a difficult job
as the townspeople are law abiding. I.
L. Blackmer, chief of police. has served
the city to everyone's satisfaction since
his appointment.

The city has a good system of paved
streets. with the Dixle Highway run-
ning through the center of the city
and Palmettc Park road running
through to the ocean beach. !

A new elevating span steel draw-
bridge has just been installed in this:
road over the East Coast canal by
‘Palm Beach county. .

The Federal Highway, which will be
completed between Broward and Pa}m
Beach county. points during the coming
vear, will run through the city one
block east of the Dixie Highway, pass-
ing in front of the city hall.

Boca Raton has-an excellent school,
pal. Two teachers assist Mrs. Flafi.

The school is accepted as a stancard-
jzed school by the state board of In-
struction.

his year there are 65 pupils en-
rolled in the seven grades, which are
condticted here. This is the largest
enroliment since 1925, and s nearly !
double that of last year.
-~ Pupils of the eighth grade are taken .
by bus to Delray, where the jJumior
high school work is carried on.

A beautification program has bheen
storted recently ab the school which
includes the planting of a mnew lawn
and shrubbery by the county and the
erection of a bird bath by the pupils.

Two railroads, the Florida Easl Coast
and the Seaboard All Fiorida serve the
city. Motor busses of the Florida motor
lines also give transportation service
to the outside world.
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TAX DELINQUENCY
EASY TO OFFSET

Boca Raton Expenses Can Be

Curtailed To Meet Revenue.

BOCA RATON, Fla., May 11—In Boca
Raton, the amount of delinquent taxes
is large since many acres of wild land
werk added 10 the city limits during the !

rush of the Mizner Development Com- |
pauny o 11 lots.. With a curiailment;
of municipal expense to meet the size

of the city aud cave for it properly,
the income can be made to carry on
necessary worii and malntaln a good !
city.

Water bills {furnish a considerable !
ftem of revenue to the eity, although
the rates arz noi excessive. T s esd-
matedd that this income will pay for |
the operation of the plant and give
some surplus for vhe sinking fund.

The city charter is being vevised by
the eity attarney. W. G. Miller. of Hall,
Johnson and Fuslish, Fort Louderdale.
It is propesed 19 change the number
af eity conunissioners ond alier e
city limits, as 2t present these limlts
are sirelened too {ar.

Chonter B. Masslich, bond atiorney
ol New York, is making a check of the
rand provisions of the charter as the
present stipidations are oun of propor-
he city.

t: oe

Taten rengibly rear-
v aTairs and deas to meet
the conditions which are now govern-
ine the Pie and growth of all commun-
itles in this locality,

WINTER VISITORS

FILL BOCA RATON;

Every Avdilable Duwelling Place
Is Filled To Capacity.

BOCA RATON, Fla., May 11.—A sur-
vey of housing copditions in Boca Ra-
ton showed that during the winter
every dwelling In the city which was
in habitable condition was occupied.

All owners of property Irom the
North were occupying their Florida
lomes and a large number of new
comers were here for the first time.
In addition to the visitors a large
number of men employed by the Sea-:
bhoard and Southern construction com-
pany have moved their familles here.

The Clo!ster Inn of the Boca Raton
club was opened for part of the season
and a large number of guests were
tiere, The numbers of visitors to this
new club kept the town busy all winter
long.

Soveral properties changed hands
during the season, among them beling
the home of J. 8. Cramer on Boca
Raton Road which was sold ta C. J.:
Plastridge of Malden, Mass., several lots
on the beach front and ons lot on
Palmetto Park drive. l

O

itreasurn lett here by the pirates.
. different times partles have spent time

ELABORATE BUILDING PROGRAM WILL MAKE BOCA RATON

UNIQUE PLAYGROUND |

6OCA RATON BOASTS -
(7 ROMANTIG ORIGIN

———

i Mounds of Indian Tribes Furnish

Historical  Background;

Here Before Columbua.

By CABL H. NYE.
Staff Carresponident fer The Herald.

BOCA RATON, Fla, May 11.—An in-
teresting historical background
found for the city of Boca Raton.
" Before vhe coming of Columbus, the
Abaniki

is

coast of America, built their mounds
on the shores of Liake Boca Raton and
Lake Wyman, These lakes lie within
one miie of each other within the city
limits of Boca Raton.

Ethnologisis claim that the Abanikis
were the first human beings to tread
the soil of Florida. They were said to
be a race of giants, the stature of_ the
men being about eight feet.

One of their mounds was south of
Boca Raton inlet. in the natural jungle
where the foliage is distinctly tropical
and different from that nearby. An
excavatlien of this mound in 1925
krought to light some skeletons and
utensils. The bodies all were buried
facing the east, according to the an-
cient custom.

Another mound in the Villa Rica sec-
tion norta of Lake Wyman gave up
pottery specimens, weepons of conch
shell and other Indian utensils. In
this mound were also found bones of
the saber toothed tiger and other pre-
historic animals once native to Flor-
ida.

This mound has sll been removed
and the shell of which it was made
used in the building of a road. A
sand mound nearby has not been
touched. Specimens from the excava-
tions have been placed in the Smith-
sonian Institution in Washington.

Pirates from the Spanish main made
use of the protcction offered by the
natural harbor, provided by the little
lake just back of the dunes, between
raiding pariies. There are old parch-
ment maps in existenece which show
Boca Raton inlet as a plrate refuge.

Many legends relaie of the buried
At

and money in excpvations along the
ncean shore and {n the dunes stretch-
ing north and south from Boca Raton
inlet. . .

The Seminoles dlso knew Boeca Raton
as a natural beosuty spot, the early
history of the tfribe showing that they
called it “Esta-hakk-wee,” meaning a
“heauttful scene.” Tor many yerrs a
camp was maintained just west of the
Hillsborough river, in the Tavorite hunt-
ing grounds of the tribe. It is sald
that Foeca Raton wns considered their
heat fishing grounds.

The firzt step In tha veal estata his-
tary of Boeca Brbton came {0 1894, when
the "”1"5?- wiitte vesident, T. W. Rickards,
a- ¢ivil engineer emploved by the Flag-
ler Interests, eame here. He came by
schooner from  Titusville, which was
the southzmn terminus of the Florida
Last Coast Railway.at that time.

When the railway woas built ta Boea
Baton in 1895, Mr. Rickards bullt a
hiouse on the east side of the East Coast
canal, not far from the present draw-
brldge. The canal was being con-
structed at this time. Mr. Rickards
built his house, it is sald, almost en-
tirely from wreckage gathered on the
beach, even finding doors and win-
dows there.

In 1897 the first plat of Boca Raton
was made by Mr. Rickards, who laid
out a-conslderable portion of 1.000
acres in flve-acre tracts which  were
sold to Northern investors.

F. 8, Lewis of Philadelphia, planted
100 acres to grapefruit. Nearly 500
acres were sel in pineapples by non-
resident ovners who engaged Mr. Rick-
ards to care for them.

For’ 10 years ihe pineapple industry
was thriving and at one time Boca
Raton shipped 10,000 crates of this de-
lictous Trult annually. Cuban compe-
tition finally made the industry un-
profitable and thé fields were aban-
doned.

Truck farming has since heen the
major activity, although during the
renl estate boom this was neglected. B.
B. Raulerson. J. G. Brown, C. W. Brown,
George Aking. 8. H. Cheesebrough, Har-
ry Cheesebrough and W. P, Purdum

! ndians,, Sled s Cr YRS
worshippess and lived on the sunrise

(1Y The Bnc; Raton clubhouse, now under construction, one ot Flord. !
Boca Raton clyhapuse. (3) Coustruction work on the west wing of the biulding, April B, 1928, (4) A vlew of the grounds looking from Ocean boulevard
across Lake Bocn |Raten. The lake has been dredged and a nmew seawall buil’. (3) The Boca Raton schoolhouse. (6) Looking down Irom the water tower

Into the agitating basin and carbonating tanks of the Boca K
denee of Fred ¢, Alken in Floresta cludb section, Boca Raton. () The Boca Raten- clty hall, of Spanish mission t
over the East C“hSt eanal, recently completed. (11) The Boca Raton clty water plant.

aton city water plant,

architectural gems, includes 650 sleeping rooms,

(7} The Cates residence in Primetto drlve, Boca Ratom.

.
I
(;?,j The Cloister wing of

(8} Resi-

ype archltecmr‘é',' (10) The new bridge

are old timers whc; aré still active in
farming. | ' :

The tropical beauty of Boca Raton 1s
exceeded by no pla';ta in Florida. There
s = natural jungle of tropical irees
and plants along tpe {nland waterway
and along the oceap shore. There are
many maghificent :live . oaks covered
with hanging mogs, alrplants and or-
chids. And the ta)] palmetto, coconut
palm, rubber and ges grape sdd thelr
beauty to all parts,of the lttle city.-

‘Good flshing {5 found In the Gulf
Stream at the door and in the lakes and
canals. Hunting |4 the back counury
Is goad. Fishing iy $he water warmed
by the Gulf Siream is as fine 8s ab
any place along tpg st. -

There are man:rn%xf: B'hc:meﬁ situated
on the baach, al}Jng tne drive to the
keach and west op the highlands

All combine to make a place with
history, scenery gnd phystcel 8ssets
second to nong.” ¢ : o

i
ONIONS HELp CHURCH.
RAYMONDVILLE, Texns, May 11. P
A 27-acre patey Eé' "I;;mns cultiveted
by members of tnp congregation. has
added 22200 4, ‘the Firgt. Baptist
(tho  Flb

Churci's treasury,

BUILDING HELPS
BRING PROSPERITY

Tourist Trade Not Sole Resource

of Boca Raton.

BOCA . RATON, Fla., May 11.—Busl-
ness "hag profited in this ‘city from a
good, tourist season. but also from the
construction work at the Boca Reton
club, .where the Sesboard and Scuth-
ern Construction Company. has a force
of 250 men at work. : ,

Many of the workmen have, made
thelr homes in the city, while many
come from Delray Beach and other
communities.

At present the construction work 1s
65 per cent completed, engineers In
charge of constructlon sald today. The
building wiil be completed during Oc-]
tober it is expected. ;

Besldes benefitting Boca Raton, thls|
project has furnished . lncoms to all}
parts of the state. |

Every pound of cement In the con-|
struction work is a -Florida -product,
coming from the plant In Tampa.

The rock used in all concrete work

18 being furnished by the Meteor Trans-
port and Trading Company of Miami.

All' rough lumber used in the con-|

vrete forms 1s cut in the northwest sec-
tlon of the state.

Mliiwork for the entire job is being
Turnished by the Duval Planing Mill of
Jacksonville. .

In the exterior flnishing a large
amount of ‘quarried Florida key rock
1s belng used.- This rock s all coming
from the yarde of John B. Orr Company
of Mtaml, where it {8 cut to specifica-
tion atier being quarrled out on the
keys. This company is also furnishing
the cast stone used in architectural
work on different parts of the building.

POLAND -BANS NOBILITY

*  TITLES ON PASSPORTS
WARBAW,  May 11. {#) — Pallsh
/princes” snd “counts,” whoke tltles

1 were mbalished by the constitution of

1921, may no longer use thelr desig-
nations of alleged nobility on pa#s-
ports. Government offices have been
lenient with the de-renked mnobility
since their “fall” but ihe ministry of

the interior has now prohibited one of

| their last indulgences, .

b e

PARIS MOTOR CARS JAM
MUNICIPAL PAWN SHOP

PARIS, May 1i. (F)—So many over-
optimistic Frepéhinen have been pawrn-
ing their automoblles that the city
hock shop hds bad to call a halt, “My
Aunt,” as the Paris pawnshop is called
has no more room in her garage. The
ety has decided to bulld o garage to
hold 600 egps, . It will be 8 good invest~
ment, for the municipality makes more
than $60,00¢ ».yser clear profit.on the
vehlioles of ! ghose compelled fo resume
the status szpedestrlans.

NN SRS e e
S0CiAL UTTACHE ADDED
. TO GERMAN DELEGATION

BRUSSELg, May 11. (P—The German
lgation herk has been reinforced by a
“social attiene” who has the specml
mission of studying Belgian soclal leg-
islation ahq- observing the Belgian
labor movemetit.

Martin Eyel, the cccupant of the new
post, is g Righ-officlal of the German
departmens of labor.. He will enjoy the
same diplomatic  immunities as are
granted 4o pifiitery and copunercial

o .

attaches,

EXTENSION IS BULLT
ON BOGA RATON CLUB

Costly Geist Dévelopment Is One

of Most Important Construc-

.tion Projects In Florida.
[HERALD SERVICE.1
"BOCA RATON, Fle., May 11.—The
largest and most selaborate bullding
program tunder way in all Florida is

J In. progress here in the completion of

the Boca Raton c¢lub, which includes
all the property between the Dixle
Highway and the ocean formerly owned
by the Mizner Development Company.

The Boca Raton club wadé conceived
snd planned by Clarence H. Geist of
Philadelphia, capltalist and public util-
ities owner.

The Clolster, administrat'on bullding
and the land mentioned before, were
purchased Dy Mr. Gelst and his asso-
ciates in a syndlecate.

The Spanish Rilver Land Company,
n Florida corporation organized by the
syndicate, later purchased the bulid-
ings and land and in addition 112
acres on the ocesn front. This area
will be devolped Into a residential sec-
tion surrcunding the club.

The Boca Raton club has purchased
from the syndicate the Cloister, the ad-
ministration building, land for two 18-
hole golf courses, tennis courts and a
hathing beach on the ocean.

Using the Clolster as a nucleus, Mr.
Gelst has planned the Boca Raton club
along lines of his experience with the
Seaview Golf club, located af Ahspcon,
N. J., across the inlet from Atlantic
City. This club is ope of the largest
and most successful restricted clubs in
the world. :

When the building program is fin-

ished the club house will have 650
sleeping rooms, an Indoor salt water
swimming pool, a Healthitorium for
women and one for men and commo-
dious rooms for sunbathing. _
. Om the ground floor will be the maln
dining room, which will seat 700
guests under itz 75-foot vaulied ceil-
ing, a ball room, several lounge rooms,
Iarge locker rooms and grill room ad-
Jacent to the men's locker room.

In the arcade on the ground floor
will be a barber shop, beauty parlor,
rooms for shoffs of varlous kinds, |
brokers offices. and telegraph and tele-
phone offlces. i

The club house wiil alsc have five'
beautiful patios in different parts and:
n rocking chatr terrace overlooking.
the maln patlo. This patio ls 350 feet |
square with e large fountaln ln the
center, immense royal palins and near-
ly 40,000 tropical shrubs and vines. A
complete nursery has been purchased’
to supply necded plants, !

A children’s dining room, and sep-'
srate dinlng rooms for malds and!
chauffeurs are provided. Complete]

caleteria equipment is arranged for the
help., i
The kitchen s complete in all dc-i

955,000 WATER PLANT
SUPPLIS B RATON

Part of Unexpended $500.000
Bund Issue Utilized To Pro-

vide Modern Utility.
[HERALD SERVICE.] .
BOCA RATON, Fls, May 11—The:"
city of Boca Raton I8 now the posses=
sor of what competent engineers say-
is the most modern and efficlent water

supply systema in the South. .
It includes deep wells, a filtration
and softening plant., a water tower
with e tank of 150,000-gallon capacity ~
and nine miles of water main. oo
The new waterworks is located west
of the Florida East Coast railway tracks,
one block north of Palmetto Park road. -
in the heart of the city. '
The plant was erected at a cosh of - |
$55,000, exclusive of the mains. Tha |,
money was part of the 3500,000 'bond.‘\;
issue voted in 1925, for a nuwmber of
muniecipal improvements, R
No good appliance known to engls
neers was overlooked in ths designing
of the system. As a result Boca Raton
has a supply of the purest and clear- ’
est waier in Florida, produced st g

K

‘t minimum cost for operation. :

Water is supplied by two wells 107
feet deep, from which it 1s pumped .
over a series of aerating steps into an’
agitating basin equipped with Dorr ap« -
pliances for mixing the alum and lima
needed to soften and purify the water. .
This basin is equipped with a propels
ler blade which confinually sfirs the. -
water and chemicals, getting a thor-
ough mixture, Third, the water passes
into the large clarifying tank whera
the alum and lime settle Into the bot-
tom of the tank. This tank is fitted’
with a scraper arrangement which is
used to frees the sediment from the
bottom when it is necessary to pump
the accuraulated lime and alum residue.
out. ’
It mext passes by gravily flow inte
the earbonating tanks where it is more ~

| thoroughly softened and clarified. Car«

bon dioxide gas is manufactured in &
coke burning furnace and gas filtef,

.} which is installed inside the building. -

From the carbonating tanks the. .
water is allowed to flow by gravity:
through two large filters consisting off
thick layers of very fine sand and
gravel Into the large .clear well under-
ground. Ths clear well has a capacity
of 75,000 gellons. The filters are mada -

A4 by the Relmrtn Flilsi COlipliny we isacw

by, Pa. vy

The carbonating system is conside
ered by authorities to be the best sys«
tem for completely purifying the water-
in uee today.

From the clear well the water is -
pumped Intc the 150,000-gallon store
age tank' on the tower. Two pumps-

‘1are used as needed to keep the proper

pressure in the tank. .

Inside the building, on ths second
floor, are the grinding and mixing ma~
chine for handling the chemicals. On
this floor also is a complete laboratory
“where dally tests sre made of the gual-
ity of the water in the mains.

In the basement are the pumps, one
electrically operated, and one driven by
& gasoline engine for emergency use in-
case of a fire needing direct pressure”
in the mains or in case of failure of
electrie current. These pumps are of
750-gallon an hour capacity. ’

Here also iz the equipment made by
Dreiffein and Flynn of Chicago for pro-
ducing the carhon dioxide gas used Im
carbonating the water. i

The wiring equipment Iinstalled by "
R. E. Lowry of Miamli, is a very come
plete switeh board, controlling the ope .
eration of every plece of apparatus.

The plant has been in operation for
about one month, with no trouble ex~’
perlenced in adjustment to conditions
required of it. C

Tests of the water made by the plant
chemist and by the state board of
health have shown that the. water
tests are as nearly chemically pure asig
Is possible to obtlain it, reports show.

Fifty pounds pressure is maintained
in the mains at all times in coniorm=- -
ity with the fre Insurance ‘raguire-
ments, and this can he boosted ag
needed by the throwing in of a second
pump. :

The completion of the system is exw..
pected to result in & reduction of fire =
insurance premiums in the city, agents -
of the Florida Rating Bureau have re-.:
cently checked the city with this in
view. :
Construction of the waterworks was -~
done by the Donathan Construction
Company of Miami. C. G. Bostwick of
Coral Gables was the engineer {n die
rect charge of the entire project.

talls known to the best of hotel service

companies. .
South of the bullding an outdoor

swimming pool; estimatad to cost 530,«

000, 1s wunder construction, around -
which a large area of fine ocean sand

1s to be placed for sun bathing and

lounging. .
On the ocean beach a bathing casine
modeled after the Bath club a2t Mlami

Eeach will be constructed. This will

be accessible from the clud by a dlrect.
motor road, by boat from the club

dock or on foot through the tropical

jungle along the lake shore.

One 18-hole golf course Is completa

and has been in use by members and

thelr guests during the past season. A .
second 18-hole course Is under cone,
struction by Toomey and Fiynn of

Philadelphia. This course i3 designed

to be one of the champlonship courses

of Florida.

During the past season Gil Nichols,

well known goll professional, has been
in charge of the course. It is expected
that he will return next year.

Lake Boca Raton and the inlet havs
been dredged to s depth sufficlent ta
allow yachts to enter and have a good
anchorage. 8 Jetty has been constructed
on the ocean side of the entrance
channel and a rock sea wall bullt along
the shore of the lake and 2 large .
amount of earth from the lake hottom
pumped out making many ascres of
fine lawn surrounding the club build- -
ing.

gn addition to the arrangements for
golf, tennis, bathing and ricing a fleat
of 20 fishing bnats has been ordered. .
for the uss of members, ’
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